Grace Lord Park, Boonton, NJ

Grace Lord Park extends along the Rockaway River in Boonton from Essex Avenue to Morris Avenue.  There is a plaque and monument at the Essex Avenue side that states, “This property was given to the Town in loving memory of Grace Lord Nicoll, daughter of James Couper Lord, by members of her family.”  James Couper Lord had been a co-owner of the Boonton Iron Works during the second half of the 1800s.

There are many reminders of the iron industry that occupied this site from 1830-1876 as you follow the path.  There is the dam that created the pond above the iron works and the Arch Bridge that served as a viaduct for the pipe that carried water from the pond to the iron works.  

If you cross over the Arch Bridge, you will see a stone railroad abutment and stone arches that are remnants of a system of sidings and loading platforms that allowed coal and other supplies to be transported directly to the two blast furnaces.  The exterior corners of the blast furnaces can just barely be seen.  You will pass by high stone walls on your left that enclosed a water retention pond, which powered the mills below.  And finally, you will see the Esten House which was home to the superintendent of the iron works.

Retrace your steps to the Arch Bridge and cross to the other side of the river.  Follow the path and you will come to an abandoned train trestle and the circular bed that housed a railroad turntable.  Morris Avenue is just beyond.  [Trail Conference Editor’s note:  Trail Map 125, which includes this park, shows a parking area off Morris Avenue.  You can follow the description above in reverse.  Or park on the northern border where Essex Avenue and West Main Street merge, near a bridge over the Rockaway River.  A plaque marks the access point.] 
Besides this being a rich historical site, the area is a naturally beautiful location.  Take time to view the Boonton Falls and the river winding its way through the hollow from the ridges above. 
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