DRAFT


Muscoot Farm
Somers • 5.7 miles; 777 acres

U

nbeknownst to many who drive on Route 100 along the Croton Reservoir in
Somers and notice the simple sign for Muscoot Farm, there is much more at hand
than just a farm. The low hills north and northwest of the farm and the broad
point of land over to the reservoir to the south host 5.7 miles of old farm roads
and blazed trails.
Muscoot Farm’s animals are typical of those that would be found at a gentleman’s
farm in the early twentieth century. There are a variety of domestic animals: fowl,
cows, sheep, horses, donkeys, and goats, many of which are unusual or rare breeds.
Children may be disappointed by not being able to touch or feed them. However,
the park offers many educational activities throughout the year, especially during
summer months.

TR AILS
The trails at Muscoot Farm follow rolling hills, sometimes in the woods, at other
times across former farm ﬁelds. Several unmarked trails head towards the Muscoot
River. Although there are no viewpoints along the wooded trails and farm roads,
several open ﬁelds with expansive vistas of the surrounding forest are a short
distance from the farm proper. In winter, with sufﬁcient snow cover, those ﬁelds
are ideal for cross-country skiing.
Yellow Trail
Length: 3.3 miles Blaze: yellow
To reach the yellow trail, go to the far end of the parking lot and follow a service
road past a barn. Pass a wooden gate to reach a T junction with a farm road from
farm buildings to the right. If the gate is closed, start from the middle of the
parking lot, pass through farm buildings, and follow around to the farm road
beyond the gate. Turn right.
From the junction near the wooden gate, the farm road curves to the west with
a grazing ﬁeld to the north. It reaches a junction where yellow blazes head off in
both directions; the yellow loop begins and ends here. At this point the yellow
trail is on farm roads; later it becomes a narrow footpath. Going counterclockwise,
follow the farm road. In front of a sloping ﬁeld, the yellow trail passes the blueblazed farm road. Almost immediately there is an intersection with another farm
road in an open ﬁeld. The one to the left descends to merge with the blue farm
road, while the one to the right heads east for 0.8 mile, to a section of the park
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with no blazed trails.
The yellow trail continues straight ahead and ascends a gentle slope past a
gazebo to the left. The trail follows the west edge of a long ﬁeld and stays close to
a narrow meadow with a variety of seasonal wildﬂowers. At the end of the grassy
traverse at 0.6 mile, the trail turns left and crosses a narrow strip of trees separating
this ﬁeld from a parallel one to the west. It follows the north edge of the second
ﬁeld, crossing a seasonal creek on a wooden bridge before penetrating another
hedgerow of trees. The trail continues along the north edge of a third ﬁeld for a
short distance, becoming a narrow footpath as it enters the forest.
Passing the east end of the green trail at 0.8 mile, the yellow trail follows
along a stone wall. The impressive girth of a huge white oak tree pushes against a
crumbling section of a stone wall at 0.9 mile. The trail then quickly whisks away
from the stone wall and crosses a seasonal stream. A faint side trail heads north to
the Muscoot River at 1.1 miles. Sheltered by a narrow grove of eastern hemlocks,
the yellow trail reaches a conﬂuence of stone walls deﬁning the edge of the park,
and turns south.
The yellow trail junction passes the west end of the green trail at 1.3 miles.
Shortly after, it passes a farm road leading down to the center of the park. The trail
crosses a stone wall and reaches the west end of the blue trail at 1.8 miles. Here, at
the crest of a long broad hill, the forest is noticeably inching forward to reclaim a
few ﬁelds. The trail follows the east edge of dense shrubs and joins the white trail.
A farm road to the right leads nowhere.
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The yellow and white trails
merge to share the pathway for
a short distance. The yellow trail
splits to the left at 2.5 miles,
widening as it descends, and
looking more like a woods road.
Once past the junction with the
blue trail at 3.0 miles, the yellow
trail is clearly on a woods road. At
the bottom of the hill, it reaches
another woods road bracketed by
stone walls. The trail continues
between small ﬁelds to the left
and to the right. In a corner of a
ﬁeld at 3.2 miles, the blue farm
road leaves to the left, and soon
after, the white trail begins to the
right. A short distance further, the
red trail begins off to the right and
the yellow trail closes its loop.

HISTORY OF MUSCOOT FARM
Muscoot means “something swampy.”
It was the name the Hopkins family used
for their dairy farm, owned through three
generations. The farm initially served as a
summer estate; in 1924, it became their
year-round residence. When New York
City acquired some of the Hopkins land
for the Croton Reservoir, they moved the
Georgian Colonial farmhouse to its present
location to preserve it. When the water
level in the reservoir is low, stone walls
and foundations that were once part of
the original property are visible. In 1967,
the family sold the farm to Westchester
County; it opened as a park eight years
later.

Blue Farm Road
Length: 0.3 mile Blaze: blue
This short farm road follows along a pond surrounded by an extensive wet area
and is a favorite with families. It is an easy level stroll starting on the yellow-blazed
farm road near to where the white trail also begins. There is a bench where one can
rest to contemplate the pond, surrounding vegetation, and bird life. At the north
end, the blue farm road reaches the edge of a biodiversity-protected area, one of
the largest open ﬁelds in the park. The farm road turns sharply right and climbs
through grass to join a different yellow-blazed farm road. A short distance to the
north is a gazebo, a nice perch from which to gaze at the surrounding ﬁelds.
Blue Trail
Length: 0.3 mile Blaze: blue
Designed as a shortcut, the blue trail heads off the yellow trail, climbs through a
somewhat rugged part of the park, and then goes back to the yellow trail.
Green Trail
Length: 0.3 mile Blaze: green
A mostly east-west trail, the green trail begins and ends on the yellow trail. Heading
west, it traverses north-facing gentle slopes that descend towards the Muscoot River
and ends at the yellow trail.
Red Trail
Length: 0.2 mile Blaze: red
Beginning just before a wooden gate along the service road which is a continuation
of the parking lot, the red trail ﬁrst heads mostly west and then veers north. After
crossing the corner of a ﬁeld, it ends at the yellow-blazed farm road.
White Trail
Length: 1.6 miles Blaze: white
The white trail begins off the yellow-blazed farm road west of the farm and heads
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Through the woods

southwest. When the trail splits at 0.3 mile, take the left fork to go clockwise
around the loop. For 0.5 mile, the trail traverses south-facing steep slopes along
a narrow and rough track, (suitable for experienced cross-country skiers). Sounds
of trafﬁc along Route 100 are audible here. The steepness moderates as the trail
reaches its southernmost point. The trail veers north and heads to the crest of a
long broad hill, skirting a ﬁeld being taken over by scrubby vegetation. The white
trail joins the yellow trail at 1.0 mile and heads east. The white trail splits from the
yellow trail at 1.3 miles and heads downhill to complete the loop.
DRIVING: From I-684 take Exit 6 (NY 35) and head west. At Route 100, turn left.
Muscoot is 1.5 miles from the intersection. Note: the gate is locked at 4 PM, so plan
accordingly. On summer week-ends, it remains open until 5 PM.
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION:

None available.

For contact information, see Appendix, Westchester County Parks
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